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Physicians and the Law:

What to Do and 

Not to Do When Sued



Ten Ways to 

Minimize Lawsuits
Being sued for malpractice does not mean you are a bad 

doctor.

It does not mean you committed malpractice.

It does not mean you failed.

The only way to avoid all malpractice lawsuits is to stop 
practicing.

There are strategies for minimizing lawsuits.



#1 

Document Advice

�„ Most malpractice lawsuits are for ñfailure to 
diagnose.ò  These can be minimized by 
documenting your warnings or referrals in the 
patientôs record.

�„ Telling the patient is not sufficient; there must be 
a documented record of your advice to screen for 
a condition.


