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8th Annual Symposium on Gastrointestinal Cancers: 
“An update on advances in diagnosis and management” 

 
Saturday, September 12, 2009 

The Ritz-Carlton Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri 
 

CME Information 
 
Learning Objectives 
As a result of this activity, participants will be able to: 
 Recall the guidelines and recommendations for screening, surveillance and endoscopic 

therapy for colon cancer; 
 Evaluate the management of patients found to have neuroendocrine tumors of the gut; 
 Analyze commonly encountered ethical dilemmas involved in the care of patients with 

gastrointestinal cancers; 
 Differentiate on cost-effective imaging strategies in the diagnosis and management of 

gastrointestinal cancers; 
 Identify legal aspects related to medical lawsuits; and 
 Outline surveillance and chemoprevention guidelines for gastrointestinal cancers. 
 
Accreditation 
The American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE) is accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 
 
ASGE designates this educational activity for a maximum of 8.25 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credits™. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation 
in the activity. 
 
ASGE Conflict of Interest Policy 
All individuals in a position to influence content for continuing medical education programs must 
disclose to the audience any financial interest with any commercial supporter or other 
relationships with manufacturer(s) or providers of any product or service related to the content of 
their presentation. 
 
Faculty provided the following disclosures: 
 
Banke Agarwal, MD 
Saint Louis University School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Dennis J. Ahnen, MD 
Denver VA Medical Center, Denver Colorado 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships.  Intends to discuss off-label/investigative 
(unapproved) use of a commercial product/device.  
 
Giuseppe Aliperti, MD, FASGE 
Saint Louis University School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Anthony B. Lowell, MD 
Louisiana State University, New Orleans, Louisiana 
Consultant: Novartis 
Speaker: Novartis 
Research Funding: Novartis, Imclone 
Intends to discuss off-label/investigative (unapproved) use of a commercial product/device. 
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Joel V. Brill, MD 
University of Arizona, Phoenix, Arizona 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
David H. Cort, MD 
Digestive Disease Medical Consultants, St. Louis, Missouri 
Speaker: Procter and Gamble Pharmaceuticals 
 
Steven Edmundowicz, MD 
Washington University School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri 
Consultant: Olympus 
Speaker: Boston Scientific 
Research Funding: Repligen, Barrx Medical 
Stock: Satiety, Sporons 
 
Douglas O. Faigel, MD 
Oregon Health & Sciences University, Portland, Oregon 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Shaun M. Falvey, JD 
Wiedner & McAuliffe Attorneys at Law, St. Louis, Missouri 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Steve E. Fern, DO 
Specialists in Gastroenterology, St. Louis, Missouri 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Elliott Fishman, MD 
The Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland 
Grant Funding: Siemens 
 
Axel Grothey, MD 
Mayo Clinic School of Medicine, Rochester, Minnesota 
Consultant: Amgen, Genentech, Bayer, Pfizer 
 
Richard Hodin, MD 
Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Peter R. Holt, MD 
The Rockefeller University, New York, New York 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Steven H. Itzkowitz, MD 
Mount Sinai School of Medicine, New York, New York 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Michael L. Kochman, MD 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Stock: Spouse-Merck 
 
Ira J. Kodner, MD 
Washington University School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
David Lieberman, MD 
Oregon Health & Sciences University, Portland, Oregon 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
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Val B. Lowe, MD 
Mayo Clinic School of Medicine, Rochester, Minnesota 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Christina McCracken, JD 
Gordon and Rees, LLP Attorneys at Law, Dallas, Texas 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Keith S. Naunheim, MD 
Saint Louis University School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Charlene Prather, MD 
Saint Louis University School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Michael Presti, MD 
Saint Louis University School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Douglas K. Rex, MD 
Indiana University, Indianapolis, Indiana 
Speaker: Olympus 
Research Funding: Given Imaging 
Scientific Advisory Boards: Given Imaging, Avantis Medical Systems, GI View, American 
BioOptics, CheckCap, SoftScope, Epigenomics 
 
Andrew Schlafly, JD 
Association of American Physicians & Surgeons, New York, New York 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Paul Schultz, MD 
Missouri Baptist medical Center, St. Louis, Missouri 
Disclosed no relevant financial relationships. 
 
Prateek Sharma, MD 
VA Medical Center, Kansas University Kansas City, Kansas 
Research Funding: Barrx Medical, Olympus, Takeda 
 
William J. Tremaine, MD 
Mayo Clinic School of Medicine, Rochester, Minnesota 
Consultant: SLA Pharmaceuticals 
Grant Funding: Procter & Gamble Pharmaceuticals 
Intends to discuss off-label/investigative (unapproved) use of a commercial product/device. 
 
All other individuals involved with planning or delivering the content of this course disclosed no 
relevant financial relationships. 
 
 
 
This course is made possible, in part, through donations and educational grants from: 

 
Missouri Baptist Medical Center, BJC Healthcare  

 
Barrx Medical Inc., Boston Scientific Corporation, Cook Medical,  

Olympus America Inc., OSI Pharmaceuticals, Inc., 
 PENTAX Medical Company, Special Design Healthcare 


